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TAGS: PFOR EG 

SUBJ: NEW ARAB LEAGUE INITIATIVE ON LEBANON 

REF: CAIRO 1 1027 

SUMMARY: ARAB LEAGUE SYG RIAD TO ISSUE "VERY IMPORTANT" STATE- 
MENT ON LEBANON AUGUST 18. OUR BEST GUESS IS THAT IT WILL SUPPORT 
KUWAITI CALL FOR URGENT SUMMIT AND RECOMMEND SUBSTANTIAL 
STRENGTHENING OF AL PEACE-KEEPING FORCE. ARAB LEAGUE (AND GOE) 
OFFICIALS ARE CONVINCED THAT USG, TACITLY AT LEAST, IS NOT 
DISPLEASED WITH EVENTS IN LEBANON AND MAY EVEN FAVOR PARTITION. 

TO CORRECT THIS IMPRESSION AND TO SUPPORT RIAD CALL 

FOR NEW AL ACTION, ASST AL SYG RECOMMENDS HIGH LEVEL US STATEMENT 

REITERATING US POSITION ON TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND HOLDING OUT 

HOPE TO PALESTINIANS THAT THEY WILL EVENTUALLY HAVE HOME 

OF THEIR OWN. WE BELIEVE IT MIGHT BE TIMELY TO CONSIDER 

SUCH A STATEMENT. END SUMMARY 

1 . ARAB LEAGUE ASST SYG FOR PALESTINE AFFAIRS DR. MUHAMMAD 
AL-FARRA (A PALESTINIAN) TOLD POLCOUNS MORNING AUGUST 18 
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THAT IN RESPONSE TO KUWAITI CALL FOR URGENT ARAB SUMMIT ON 
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LEBANON AND REPORT JUST RECEIVED IN PERSON FROM ARAB LEAGUE 
REP HASAN SABRI AL-KHULI, AL SYG MUHMUD RIAD WOULD ISSUE 
"VERY IMPORTANT" STATEMENT LATER TODAY. FARRA HAD NOT YET 
SEEN STATEMENT AND WAS RELUCTANT TO DISCUSS CONTENTS. 

HOWEVER, IT IS EXPECTED TO REITERATE AL-KHULI'S FRANK STATEMENT TO 
CARIO PRESS PUBLISHED AUGUST 17 (REFTEL) IN WHICH HE 
DEPLORED CONTINUING KILLING, HELD OUT LITTLE HOPE FOR 
CESSATION OF FIGHTING UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, AND CALLED 
FOR ARAB LEAGUE DECISION TO SEND A LARGER ARAB FORCE TO 
BRING AN END TO FIGHTING. 

2. FARRA SAID RIAD HAD SENT MESSAGE LAST NIGHT (AUGUST 17) TO 
ALL AL MEMBERS, FORWARDING KUWAITI CALL FOR SUMMIT. POSITIVE 
RESPONSES HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FROM SAUDI ARABIA, SUDAN, 

QATAR AND UAE. FARRA EXPECTS EGYPT TO ALSO FAVOR SUMMIT. HE IS 
LESS CERTAIN ABOUT SYRIAN REACTION AND IN FACT FROFESSES 

TO BE MYSTIFIED OVER SYRIAN OBJECTIVES. HE SAID THAT IF SYRIA'S 
OBJECTIVE IS TO ESTABLISH HEGEMONY OVER PALESTINIANS AND 
LEBANON, IT HAS CERTAINLY GONE ABOUT IT IN THE WRONG WAY BY 
Al INF. A TING ALMOST EVERYONE. 

3. PARRA WAS CRITICAL OF US ROLE IN LEBANON AND CITED 
WIDESPREAD OPIONION OF "THINKING ARABS" THAT SYRIAN 
ACTIONS HAD USG APPROVAL. AS RESULT, HE BELIEVES, US IS 
AGAIN LOSING GROUND THROUGHOUT ARAB WORLD AS CONVICTION 
GROWS THAT US ATTEMPTING TO "I , ATTN- AMERICANIZE." ARAB WORLD 
TO SERVE ITS OWN INTERESTS AND THOSE OF ISRAEL. WHILE 

FARRA ACCEPTS FACT THAT PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY FOR RESOLVING 
LEBANESE CONFLICT RESTS WITH ARAB LEADERS, HE URGED (ON 
PERSONAL BASIS) THAT US USE ITS INFLUENCE TO REVERSE CURRENT 
ANTI-US TREND AND BRING ABOUT CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES. 

4 IN SUPPORT OF ABOVE, FARRA CITED PALESTINIAN STUDENT 
DELEGATION WHICH HAD STAGED SIT-IN AT AL HEADQUARTERS AUGUST 
16 AND WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED (REFTEL). DELEGATION WAS IN 
VERY ANGRY MOOD. THEIR MAJOR POINTS WERE: 

A. THERE IS ABSENCE OF ANY RESPONSIBLE ARAB LEADERSHIP. 

EITHER IN LEBANON OR ELSEWHERE; 

B. ARAB LEAGUE HAS FAILED TO PROVIDE TRUTH ABOUT SITUATION 
IN LEBANON AND HAS BEEN COMPLETELY INEFFECTIVE; 
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C. ABOVE TWO ELEMENTS HAVE LED TO A VACUUM IN ARAB WORLD 
WHICH PROLONGS AGONY OF LEBANESE AND PALESTINIANS; AND 

D. FOREIGN POWERS ARE EXPLOITING THIS VACUUM FOR THEIR 
OWN ENDS, PRINCIPALLY THE US, WITHOUT ANY REGARD FOR LIVES 
OF PALESTINIANS AND LEBANESE. 

5. SPEAKING AS PROFESSED FRIEND OF US AND ON PERSONAL BASIS, 

FARRA AGAIN URGED THAT US USE ITS INFLUENCE TO END BLOODSHED. 
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INTIALLY, HE RECOMMENDED ISSUANCE OF A HIGH-LEVEL US 
STATEMENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE THAT WOULD INDIRECTLY SUPPORT 
MAHMUD RIAD'S STATEMENT THIS AFTERNOON. SUCH A US 
STATEMENTSHOULD CONTAIN FOLLOWING POINTS: 

A. US SUPPORT FOR THE TERRITORIAL INEGRITY AND 
INDEPENDENCE OF LEBANON AND ABSOLUTE OPPOSITION TO 
PARTITION. 

B. THE STRONGETST POSSBILE STATEMENT OF USG 
RECOGNITION THAT THE LEGITIMATE ' RIGHTS' 1 OF THE PALESTIN 
IANS MUST BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT, AND THAT THE LEBANESE 
PROBLEM CANNOT BE RESOLVED UNTIL THE PALESTINIANS AND LEBANESE 
ARE ASSURED THAT THE PALESTINIANS WILL HAVE A HOME OF 

THEIR OWN. 

C. SUPPORT FOR THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE RECONVENING OF 
THE ME MEACE NEGITIATIONS WITH THE EFFECT PARTICIPATION 
OF ALL PARTIES CONCERNED, INCLUDING THE PALESTINIANS. 

D. EXPRESSION OF CONFIDENCE THAT ARAB LEADERSHIP WILL 

ACT DECISIVELY TO BRING AN IMMEDIATE HALT TO THE BLOODSHED IN 
LEBANON AND US SUPPORT FOR SUCH AL ACTION. 

6. COMMENT: FARRA'S COMMENTS ACCURATELY REFLECT (A) DESPAIR 
OF AL AND MOST GOE OFFICIALS OVER UNENDING LEBANESE CONFLICT 
AND ITS DIRE CONSEQUENCES FOR ARAB WORLD; AND (B) WIDESPREAD 
CONVICTION AMONG SAME OFFICIALS THAT USG APPROVES OF WHAT 
IS HAPPENING IN LEBANON (ONLY DIFFERENCE OF OPINION BEING 
WHETHER USG ACTIVELY SUPPORTING SYRIAN-CHRISTIAN -ISRAELI 
"CONSPIRACY" OR MERELY GIVING TACIT SUPPORT). IT IS NOT SURPRISING 
THAT AL OFFICIALS ARE GRASPING AT ANY STRAWS THAT MIGHT 
HELP. NEVERTHELESS, GIVEN CURRENT ARAB (CERTAINLY 
EGYPTIAN) ADVERSE PERCEPTION OF US ROLE IN LEBANON, WE 
BELIEVE IT MIGHT BE TIMELY TO CONSIDER ISSUANCE OF HIGH 
LEVEL STATEMENT REITERATING US POSITION ON LEBANON, 

PALESTINIANS AND ME PEACE SETTLEMENT, PARTICULARLY IF RIAD'S 
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STATEMENT HOLDS OUT SOME HOPE FOR EFFECTIVE AL ACTION. 

EILTS 
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